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JOURNAL OF BUSINESS & FINANCE LIBRARIANSHIP

PROFILES OF FLORIDA: HISTORY, STATISTICS, DEMOGRAPHICS,
FOR ALL 941 POPULATED PLACES IN FLORIDA. Mackenzie, Leslie.
Millerton, NY: Grey House Publishing, 2005, 1,000 pp., US$149.00, ISBN
1592371108.

INTRODUCTION
Statistical questions are some of the most frequent questions at any reference desk; they are also some of the most complicated questions to answer.
There is an overflow of statistical information. Researchers usually consult a
variety of private and government resources in order to find the right statistical
information. Researchers also face the challenge of decentralization where
several government agencies collect and disseminate similar statistical information.

SCOPE
This work complements the Profiles of America chapter on Florida by adding entire chapters of demographic information, such as health, unemployment, demographics, education, crime, and other categories. The editor refers
to this volume as “the most comprehensive portrait of the state of Florida ever
published.”

CONTENTS AND ORGANIZATION
This book was compiled by using content from another Grey House Publishing book, Profiles of America. It contains data from two government
sources, the U.S. Bureau of the Census and Census of Population and Housing. It also contains information from Claritas, a private company that provides marketing information to companies and small businesses. The volume
includes an extensive user’s guide that provides sources for all data points and
statistical definitions.
The book consists of six sections: County Profiles, Education, Ancestry,
Hispanic Population, Asian Population, and Weather. It also includes sixteen
maps of Florida that provide information on congressional districts, population demographics, household size, age, male/female ratio, income, electoral
vote data, and other interesting topics. The places covered are 67 counties, 402
incorporated municipalities, 484 census-designed places (CDP), and 55
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unincorporated communities. The profiles of each county include population,
religion, economy, income, taxes, education, housing, health, elections, national and state parks, government information contacts, and even weather
information.

EVALUATION
Profiles of Florida is a comprehensive portrait of the economic and social
condition of this state. This volume includes countless facts, figures, statistics,
and beautiful color maps of Florida’s population, ethnic distribution, congressional districts, and more. The book includes a wide variety of data including
answers to frequently asked demographic and economic questions. Small
businesses usually rely heavily on this type of data in order to understand their
role in the economy and to be able to respond to the demands of local new
products and services. The information contained in this reference book is
available in several government and city sources, but in Profiles of Florida, all
the information has been compiled in one volume. Grey House Publishing
should convert Profiles of America into electronic format and include this volume and other comprehensive volumes for all states where we could get not
only our state data but also those of surrounding states. This is an excellent
reference tool for all types of libraries.
[Review submitted February, 2006.]
Leticia Camacho
Business Librarian
Harold B. Lee Library
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT
leticia_camacho@byu.edu

